Mary Hilliard Hinton and the antisuffragists

he Senate galleries were

packed. North Carolina's

senators were about to vote on
one of the most controversial issues
of the day. The atmosphere was so
tense that the Senate decided to do
something it had never done before.
Public seating areas were officially
divided. Woman's suffrage
supporters sat on the left side of the
gallery, antisuffragists on the right.
The trademark colors of the
suffragists—yellow and white—
could be seen on banners, badges,
and armbands, while the
antisuffragists distributed red roses.

The stakes were high, and the
eyes of the entire country were turned
toward Raleigh. As of August 17,
1920, thirty-five states had ratified
the Nineteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution,
nicknamed the Susan B. Anthony
amendment in honer of the pioneer
suffragist. Only one more state was
needed to ratify the amendment to
grant women the right to vote. But
none of the remaining states had
strong suffrage movements; none
were considered certain to ratify.
Observers considered North Carolina
guestionable at best.

Others were more certain that
North Carolina would firmly reject the
Nineteenth Amendment. Mary
Hilliard Hinton, leader of the
antisuffrage movement in the state,
had argued against enfranchising
women for years. The most
prominent figure in the movement,
she had helped organize the state's
two antisuffrage associations. Hinton
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Mary Hilliard Hinton, a leader in the aniisuffrage movement, argued against woman's suffrage in
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The antisuffragists had good
reason to feel confident about the
outcome of the legislative vote. They
were from important political families

that held much political and economic
influence. Antisuffrage women had
had husbands in the legislature,
uncles in the governor's mansion, and

felt certain the antisuffragists had
enough votes in the state Senate to
prevent ratification.
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cousins in Congress. Their families
owned plantations down east and
textile mills in the Piedmont Region.
And they believed they had a great
deal to fear from woman's suffrage.
The antisuffragists often claimed
that women’s pure and noble nature
would be spoiled by entering politics.
They often predicted that veting would
harm motherhood and womanhood,
but they actually had other concerns
about woman's sufirage. The “anti's”
included women like Sallie Mayo

North Caraling,

By Elna Green

hile many Morth Carolinians

believed that women ought to
be allowed to vote, the most active
and prominent suffragists were
white women of the urban middle
class. Suffrage organizations
refused to admit African American

Cameron, whose husband,
Bennehan Cameron, was a planter
and railroad magnate, and like
Gabrielle Waddell, whose husgband,
Alfred Waddell, was a former United
States congressman and a leader
against black enfranchisement.
These antisuffragists were not
actually afraid of voting themselves.
They believed it was dangerous to let
other women vote.

Antisuffragists feared that women
would vote for reforms that they

opposed, such as laws for equal pay
or to regulate child labor. MNorth
Carolina's textile industry relied
heavily on the cheap labor of women
and children for its profits.
Opponents of woman's suffrage
worried that women would vote in a
block outside the two major political
parties. They feared such a vote
would throw current politicians out of
office and cause the Democratic
Party to lose control over the state
government.

Gertride Wail of Goldsharo (Far ieft) was a driving force in the woman's suffrage movement in

Gertrude Weil: suffragist leader

women into their ranks, regardless of
how dedicated they might be to the
goal of woman's suffrage.

Gertrude Weil (18753-1971),
president of the state’s Equal Suffrage
League in 1920, came from a wealthy
tamily in Goldsboro. Having graduated

in 1901 from Smith College in
Massachusetts, she was very well !
educated for a woman of that time. !
As an unmarried woman, Weil did I
not have as many domestic
responsibilities as most other women
had. She was able to devote her
entire adult life to public service,
religious activities, and a variety of
reform movements.,

Like many suffragists, Weil first
joined her local woman'’s club. Club
women often worked to solve some
of the problems of urban life. They
raised money to build new schools,
built playgrounds for poor children,
and established public libraries.

Club women sometimes pushed
for social reforms such as stricter
child labor laws. These efiorts often
met with opposition from those in
power, and the women soon
learnad to resent their lack of !
political clout. Gertrude Weil and
other activist women learned that
politicians listened to voters but
quietly ignored all others. The
suffrage movement was borm when |
Weil, and others like her, concluded |
that women needed the vote in
order to help others. [

worm by some suffragists.

This yellow and white banner belonged fo Gertrude Weail. Bannars like these hung in woman's suffrage headguarters and may have also been
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