Il 1857
The “Thred Soon decision”

i another illusdration of

Stares during aneehbelham
tirmes.  Dred Scor, an
Adrican Amencan slive
trom, Missoun, had once
sveompanicd is mestes
frec Marnth
these rraveks,
Soott sued for his reedom
oy thee groamts thart the

Ax 3 perali

Mlismourt Compromise of
LR (see Melay 30, T854)
prohibited slavery in some
of the areas he and his
master visieed. In rthe
Supreine Coarr's apli
decision, justioes first
declare that slives are
tizens and thoreione

ot file Tawsuins
then state thas rempaniry
resadence in free bands

Definitions

An asylum is an TR on
fike a baspital that generally
is dedicated to treating people
whe Aate one fype of ilines
o comaiiren.

Farwms arv gacberings of
people wuaho meer Tkl the
purpose of discursing
guestions of pubiic inferest,

At this time, saciety labeled
et Sockad sutsfTer ay “Emsdmne,
Such peaple might have heen
imststent begmars, tompuliive
Hars, repeat periy eriminaly,
the elderly, o people with
misurderitood and wmpredic-
able ilnester fike epiiepay.

Tt this date, o memorial s a
writton repord addressed 1o a
gorrrmenial body . Memorial
are offen acommpanied il
petitions and factual
evidence o Exampie.

A veteran af dbe Normandy
pvsion o Wordkd War [T
and the Exropiean tampaigm
5 meeet the Red dvay ar
Letpzip, Dhavid L. Smiley
sods alsa @ member of the
Bistory facuity at Wake Forest
Llnrersity, now tn Winson-
Siadem, from 1950 ta 7991,
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The porsraiss of Dis and
Diabbin are frant the North
Carsfing Ditvision of
Archives ard History.
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Just one lady-
How Dorothea Dix fought for one
antebellum social reform

by. Dennid L Srvley

orathen Lynde Dig 1 one example of & woman
tho made up hir mind 1o do sorneshing and

fonght all odds ro do it Bam in present-day
Muine {which was part of Massachisetts antl 18207 in
1802, Disxc was a schoolteacher at the age of fourteen
She aleo was an author of children’s hymns and moral
tales. Not until March 1841 did D' begin her now=
Farmiolis campaign dgdinst the mistreatment of the
*“ingane” in America,

F ightillg speiery aned the rovernmignt

Society then believed that the insine were possessed by
demions and had o be imprisoned. Prison keepers
believed these persons felt no cold and disliked being
clean. In March 1841, Dix was visiting a jsil nicar
Boston to teach 4 Sunday schonl class, She bedame
dismayed at the sight of sick peaple who had
commitred no crimes kept in 3 warm without Comdiee
or cleanliness, She found “Insane persons confined -,
in cages, closets, cellars, stalls, pens! Chamed, naked,
beaten with rods, and lashed into obedience!™ Ske
resalved 1o do something to help them.

Her fight was not easy, At that time, women warg
still noe allowed o vore. In fuct, i was considered
imnproper for & woman oven to speak in public forams
or to explore any kind of interéer ourside her home and
household duties. Those artinades did not stop Bix

She reporred her findings o the Massachusetts state
legislature in 1843, Dix displaved mastesful ticcand
understanding as she beégan her efforts 1o make 4
chinge. Working through cooperative and influential
men; she pentiohed the legislarures of stite after state
for funds and officials to eare for the msans. T cach
state her merhod was the same: 4 carcful stedy of actual
conditions, 8 memorial thar fectually described these
conditions, and an appeal for public assistance to-the
unformunztes, By 1845 she had helped to expund thice
asylums and to start threg othere,

A differenrapprowch for Ivorth Carolins
D weas weak and often ill, conditions thut were not
improved during her froquent mavels by carriugee and
coach. In her notes, as she came o North Caroling from
Tennessee in 1848, the reported thar she “cncouniered
nothing so dengerous as the over fords,” stream crossings
where no bridres had been built or ferries installed. Upon
her arrival in Raleigh, she mried a different miethod o gain
support, In doing w0, she presented one of the most
magnificent staterments in American social snd Tepistame
history, her Memorial Seliciting a State Hospisal fir the
Protection and Chere of the Irigne.

Dix declared thar the mentally il were unable to spoak
for themselves. She asked the General Assembly ro-look
through her to see the "poor, crazed beings wha pine in
the ‘cells, and stalls, and cazes, dnd wiste roomis afour
poor-hiouses.” She conzinued by rolating storics aboat
different faces of madness—rendon acts of viokente,
domesnc murders, and abise—thar she had seen g5 she
joumeyed across the state. Shie sall maintained thar
patients necded humane core. But in this propesat shie

focused mote on alerting the public about some of the
dangers in-aliowing mentilly il patients to e among
the geners] popuistion withaout treabment.: Shc then
recommended Inatitunional cire as soon 45 possible to
treat patiencs anwd reium them to society

She peritinned for i constritction of a stir hospital
i MNofth Cirolina, The asyhum was tor b on W site of at
lonst ome tundred atres and was 0 have ready supplies
of water, wond, and coil, abundint sabdight, and modern
kitchens and hundnes. Unformnately; the price rose to
§100,000—thalFof the statc’s budget. Few legislatons
backed the expensive project, and it Railed to be faisded:

A sBrprsing At
An Unexpected rvent enabled Dis o sucdeed in ber Tar
Hleel massion:: Lewmsa Dobbin, swife of stare legslator
Tames CrDobban, oy dying in the same hotel where
Dix was stavang. Dix spent hours with Mre, Dobbin,
talking wits ber and reading the Bible. Late one night,
M. Dobbin murmured, °T fearl am sinking rapadly”
She thanked Dix for her compassion and help and
asked if the could retuen the fisor
; C *Tall yonr hushund
spmisor oy hespital bill,”
Dix replied.

So'it happoned.
When Dobbin returmed
iy thie fepislanire after his
wifes foneral, be ipoke in
suppart of the hospirak
His speech, eloguent
ancl- emomonal, s sl
remanbered as onc
of Morth Carolinas
leggndary orations.

Whet its vote was
ke the Bl wis
averwhelmingly approved.
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