***   This lesson plan identifies the grade level that it has been developed for, states the purpose or objectives of the lesson, specifies sources that were used, and gives clear step-by-step directions.   ***  Cynthia Rains who currently teaches 5th grade at Immaculata Catholic School in Durham submitted this assignment.

NC Civil War Assignment 1, option 3

Teaching with Primary Sources

Grade Level:  5th

Purpose:

1) To teach students the differences between primary and secondary resources

2) To demonstrate the personal feel of history from using primary sources

NC Competency Goals:  


4.01  Define the role of an historian and explain the importance of studying history.



4.05  Describe the impact of wars and conflicts on US citizens, including...the Civil War.

Length of lesson:  1-2 class periods

1) The students will start the class with a journal entry:  "Which source of information is more reliable to discuss conditions during a war in your opinion—your textbook or a letter from a soldier?"  

2) The teacher will then read a definition of 'primary sources.'  Then, using an overhead projector and a webbing transparency the teacher will work with the students to name types of primary sources. See handout 1.

3) Once the students have completed the brainstorming activity, the teacher will hand out copies of a letter from William Carden of Macon County, NC, that describes military action in combat.  The students will also receive a handout to help them analyze the letter.  As a group, the class will read the handout, with the teacher reading the entry aloud first.  Then, the students will break up into pairs to complete the handout.  See handouts 2 and 3.

4) The pairs will report their findings to the group, with the teacher taking notes on the overhead.

5) The class will then be directed to read a description of a Civil War battle in their textbook, first silently and then read it aloud as a group.

6) The class will then discuss which reading helps them understand Civil War battle conditions better.

7) The homework for the evening would be for the students to write one of the following as if they were part of the Civil War:


a) a news article on William Carden and his fighting in the war


b) a diary entry for William Carden the night of one of the battles

Handout 1
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Handout 2
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William B. Carden [also Cardin], North Carolina 16th Infantry Regiment, Co. H, stationed in Pocahantus County, Virginia [now West Virginia], to his cousin William Beezley, October 6-7, 1861. 

W. B. Carden of Macon County, North Carolina, was 23 when he enlisted in June, 1861 (North Carolina Troops, vol. 6, p. 76). 

Page 1

Pocahantus County V.A. Camp Lee oct 6th 1861  

Dear sir 

I seat my self this morning to let you know that I am sharing a reasonable portion of health at this time. I hope these few lines may come to hand and find you the same. We are waiting [to] hear for a movement of some sort or another. Our general has gone with the most of our army to assist Wise. They have had several fights since. Our Army has gained the victory every time. They have killed and taken prisoners large [numbers]. Jackson has whipped them out on Cheat Mountain. We are kept here on the account of sic[hole in page]s [sickness?]. We are listening for a call every day.  There was only 30 men in our company this morning able for service. Our regiment has done most all the service that’s been done in this Army. It has went before all the time we was at Valley Mountain one month before we had Any help. When we had our little fight we was in front and center. 2 company flanked on the left while our company and the Buncombe company flanked on the rite. We was kept there 5 days. The fire was kept up nearly all the time they fired on us with there cannons throwed A few burns (?) they done no good. We fought there picets 11 miles run them in to there trenches taken provisions some of arms 

2nd Page 

While we was engaged our officers was looking round and saw there condition. Genrel Lee said he could take them with the loss of 1000 men but he said he would not give 500 men for Northwestern V.a so he called of his men and quit the drive. This country is well situated for wood And water though very coald. We have plenty to eat such as flour Bacon pork and Beef sugar & coffee rice. We have plenty of clothing: we have had 2 suits of uniform & A good overcoat and can get more if we want them shoes is hard to get. 

3rd Page

Crops is good in this country all the way we came though they rais but very little about hear. We had a good sermond to day delivered by the Rev Wm Hicks for the first I have heard since I left home. The text was this: therfore be sober and watch unto prayer for the end of All things is at hand: the congragation give good attention. We will have preaching from this time on. We have lost all hopes of peace. We dont expect piec untill we get it by the mouth of the cannon. The militia has all ben called out hear long ago. We expect some hard fighting to do and if we do I hope we will whip the yankees every time. That is what we came hear to do and if we dont do it we will be disappointed. There is no doubt but this will a protracted war. If it is them that comes first will fare the best we can be at home when others will have to take our place it is true it is harde that wives and husbands should be separated but it cannot be hape. I often think of the time when I could be at home with my Dear wife and sweet little Baby; it was more pleasure to me than every thing besides but I am deprived of that enjoyment now though I hope it will not be long. Tell I shall see them agane. Whille I was writing it begane to rain and wet the paper; I fear you cant read it.

4th Page

I cannot tell where we will take up winter quarters yet. If we get neer the railroad I will come home; if not I will as soon as my time is out. Hem is in the hospittle though he is on the mend ____ [? Liege ?] is not able for duty. Jackson and the yankees had Anther fight yesterday. I have not heard how they made it. We heard the fight they was fighting while I was writing this letter. We have heard Wise and them fight sevral times I could tell you many things about the war if I had time but as I have not I must shortly come to A close.  I want you to write to me fail not. Give me all the news of the country. Then I will write to you. Give my best respects to Will; tell him I would be glad to see him but dont no when that time will come. I send howdy to Ant Nance and you allso so I will close my scattered remarks. Nothing More At present Remains 

yours & c
Wm Beezley
Wm B. Carden

october 7th 1861

Send comments or questions to: George Frizzell. Special Collections
Hunter Library. Western Carolina University. Cullowhee, NC 28723
.828-227-7474
http://library.wcu.edu/DigitalColl/CIVILWAR/INDEX.HTM
Handout 3
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History Detectives:  Analyzing a Primary Source Document

1) What type of document is this (i.e. letter, diary, news article)?




2) Who wrote this?










3) To whom was the writer writing this letter?






4) What is the date of the document?  Was this in the beginning, middle or end of the war?













5) List the different topics included in this document:


a)











b)










c)










d)










6) Why do you think this document was written?







7) What did you learn by reading this document that you was new information for you?

8) What is one question that you would want the writer to answer based on this document?
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Questions adapted from theWritten Document Analysis Worksheet by the National Archives:  http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/index.html
